
The Timeless Jesus – What is Eternity?
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.  – Hebrews 13:8

This verse from the book of Hebrews says that Jesus is unchangeable, that today He is the same as He was in the first century, and if the world lasts another 2,000 years, He will still be unchanged.  The author of Hebrews is making the point that the words of Jesus can be trusted no matter when read.  There are some who attempt to deceive by saying that a new revelation has come from heaven, that we should respect the new revelation as much as we respect the words that Jesus spoke when He walked upon the earth (vs. 9ff and Gal. 1:6-9; Jude 3).

This purpose of this article is to show that not only are the words of Jesus unchangeable, but that He does not exist in the temporal domain as we do; that not only is God the Father timeless, but His Son is timeless, and it would follow that the Holy Spirit, angels, etc. are timeless as well, as we shall see.  The expressions: “the land where is no time” or “the land of endless day” are frequently applied to the heavenly domain. Similarly, there would not be a spatial property – we often refer to deity as being omnipresent.  This is essentially inferred in the Biblical description of the spiritual domain, a domain with no spacetime continuum.
  It is virtually impossible for us who live in this temporal spacetime continuum to visualize an existence without time and space, as in the spiritual “world.”  
In our world, in our domain we can only refer to events in terms of the past and the future; and essentially, the present is really just passive thinking in this temporal domain.  Time is always moving forward (from our past to our future); as soon as we say or do something it immediately becomes the past!  Though we often say, “presently” or “at present” or “in the future,” expressions like these generally mean not immediately or not very soon or some event will occur more than a week or a month or even years from when these expressions are used.  Everything that has not yet occurred either will not occur or it will be in the future.  As you’re reading this sentence it becomes memory, which by definition is part of the past.  This is because we exist in a temporal domain.

Similarly, we can’t say where deity is, except that deity is in heaven, whatever that is – or we say that deity is omnipresent, deity is everywhere or deity is nowhere.  It is impossible to see deity unless deity makes it so.
  For now (the immediate future), let take a closer look at this notion of time itself.
Plato wrote that “time was born when a divine worksmith imposed an order on primeval chaos … with a distinction between Being and Becoming, two concepts which reappear in various guises in modern scientific theories.  For Plato, the world of Being is a fundamental world ‘apprehensible by intelligence with the aid of reasoning, being eternally the same’, while that of Becoming (the realm of time) ‘is the object of opinion and irrational sensation, coming to be and ceasing to be, but never fully real’.
  He was making the same distinction as between a journey (becoming) and its destination (being), claiming only the latter was real.  This distinction, in which the physical world, including time, has only a secondary reality, dominated Plato’s entire philosophy.”

That is interesting because in Genesis it is written: “The earth was formless and void, and darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was moving over the surface of the waters” – Gen. 1:2.
I don’t know who wrote that.  Most biblical scholars attribute it to Moses.  But whoever it was, he must have had it revealed to him.  Ancient Mesopotamian texts (e.g, enuma elish) tell the story a totally different way.
The notion of a past and of a future does not fit well with deity.  However, Biblical scriptures often refer to deity in relationship to the past, present and future.  The scriptures maintain that deity created the temporal domain because God created the heavens and the earth (Gen. 1:1), that is, the physical universe.  It would follow that deity must communicate with us in a temporal way.  Consequently, we have several verses like the one quoted above; e.g., Hebrews 13:8.  Here are some more examples:
For He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in these last times for the sake of you who through Him are believers in God … -- 1 Pet. 1:20-21
God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, in these last days has spoken to us in His Son … -- Heb. 1:1-2
“Now, Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was.”  – John 17:5
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. – John 1:1
Notice here use of the terms: before, long ago, these last days, which I had, in the beginning was.  This type of language is used throughout the scriptures; deity speaking through the agency of man.  Can you speak to someone without implying some reference to the past, present or future?

Also, Acts 2:24  “But God raised Him up again, putting an end to the agony of death, since it was impossible for Him to be held in its power” which Adam Clark says is “a necessary consequence of his own Divine power.”

In our world (or domain) physicists have theorized something known as Planck time, which is the time it would take a photon traveling at the speed of light in a vacuum to cross a distance equal to the Planck length, named after Max Planck.  Now the speed of light is 299,792,458 m/s and the Planck length is 1.6 × 10−35 m.  Planck time is defined as 5.39121(40) x 10-44 seconds.  That’s still temporal!
From the scriptures it is evident that the timeless Godhead exists in the present and not in the past or future as we would understand it.  Look at the way deity describes His existence:
God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM”; and He said, “Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’” – Exo. 3:14 (See also Exo. 3:6.)
“Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was glad.”  57 So the Jews said to Him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have You seen Abraham?”  58 Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was born, I am.” – John 8:56-58
When the scriptures relate the existence of deity to us in the temporal domain, it is done this way:

“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.” – Rev. 1:8
Then He said to me, “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give to the one who thirsts from the spring of the water of life without cost. – Rev. 21:6
“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.” – Rev. 22:13
“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.” – Hebrews 13:8
See also: Genesis 6:7, 17, 9:12, 15:1, 7, 17:1, 26:24, 28:13, 31:13, 35:11, 46:3, and that is only Genesis!
These passages from the Revelation of Jesus to John speak to us using the first and last letters from the Greek alphabet, Alpha () and Omega ().  Also in Revelation 1:8 Jesus speaking of Himself said, “who is and who was and who is to come” – i.e., the past, the present and the future.  The scriptures also speak of deity as being eternal, which is the same thing.

For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And the government will rest on His shoulders; And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. – Isa. 9:6
For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse. – Rom. 1:20
Now to Him who is able to establish you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery which has been kept secret for long ages past, but now is manifested, and by the Scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the eternal God, has been made known to all the nations, leading to obedience of faith; to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, be the glory forever. Amen. – Rom. 16:25-27
Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. – 1 Tim. 1:17
See also 1 Peter 5:10 and 2 Peter 1:11.  There are numerous references to eternity as well.  In math and science the terms infinity or infinite are often used but usually not with reference to time.
Russian physicist Alexander Friedmann’s “cosmological model implies that if at some time in the past the density of matter in the universe was infinite so too would have been the curvature of spacetime.  The universe must have emerged from such an indescribably dense scenario in the form of some kind of Big Bang; prior to that there was literally nothing at all – no time, no space, no matter … In general relativity ‘time is just a coordinate that labels events in the universe.  It does not have any meaning outside the spacetime manifold,’ in the view of Stephen Hawking.  ‘To ask what happened before the universe began is like asking for a point on the Earth at 91 degrees north latitude; it just is not defined.  Instead of talking about the universe begin created, and maybe coming to an end, one should say: “The Universe is.”’”

In our article Is Genesis 1 Science? a brief discussion of before and after the universe is given.  Terence Witt is quoted from the February 2008 issue of Discover magazine that reads: “Cosmologists haven’t the foggiest idea what could have caused the Big Bang or what, if anything, came before it.”  Adam Frank in the April 2008 issue of Discover, talking about the arrow of time wrote: “So the path from low entropy … to maximum entropy … defines the arrow of time.  The route to equilibrium separates before from after.”  Put simply, the arrow of time says that time moves only in one direction, which is from the past to the future as we understand it.  So what about before and after?
This article explains that before and after are temporal terms relating to the spacetime continuum.  In another domain where time is non-existent because the universe is non-existent, deity reveals that It created the universe out of nothing.  Rather than saying “The Universe is” one should say: “God is.”  Look at these verses:
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. – Gen. 1:1
 “Father, I desire that they also, whom You have given Me, be with Me where I am, so that they may see My glory which You have given Me, for You loved Me before the foundation of the world. – John 17:24
For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities-- all things have been created through Him and for Him. – Col. 1:16
God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world – Heb. 1:1-2
By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things which are visible. – Heb. 11:3
Note that when the scriptures use the term “world” or “worlds” in these contexts they are used as a synecdoche or metonymy, that is, they are “a figure of speech in which a part is used for the whole or the whole for a part” or “a figure of speech that consists of the use of the name of one object or concept for that of another to which it is related, or of which it is a part.”  So to think the implication of these verses is that the earth did not form for billions of years after the Big Bang (though that may be the case), that is not what is implied in these contexts – “for by Him all things were created in the heavens and on earth.”
It really makes no sense to talk about a past when talking about before the creation, before the universe.  That is because deity exists in our present (I AM) no matter which generation of temporal man you may be referencing.  When the apostle John writes “before the foundation of the world” he is speaking in human terms, in terms of a temporal domain in which humanity is constrained to exist.  The same would be true for Peter in 1 Peter 1:20 as quoted above.  Also, some physicists insist that neither time nor space existed before the Big Bang in which the Universe was born.

Then there is 2 Peter 3:8, “But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day.”  This is often interpreted to mean: with the Lord there is no time.  The word like becomes operative.  It is translated from w`j hos meaning: as, like as, even as, when, since, as long as.  As such, it does not literally mean that time is under consideration but suggests that the Lord is timeless.  From the context, that is how Peter wants his readers to read this passage because people then were suggesting that the Lord had failed in His promise to return, the Parousia.  They were waiting, we are waiting and when He comes, there will be no more waiting.  There will be no future, only the present; eternity.
Many “men of faith” have over the centuries endeavored to express eternity in terms of endless time, not a timeless end.  They use illustrations like “Think about as much time as you can imagine – that will only be the beginning of eternity.”  But when the heavens and earth finally pass away (Matt. 5:18 / Luke 16:17; Matt. 24:35 / Mark 13: 31 / Luke 21:33; 2 Peter 3:10), that will be the end and time will be no more.
Luke 18:29-30  And He said to them, “Truly I say to you, there is no one who has left house or wife or brothers or parents or children, for the sake of the kingdom of God, who will not receive many times as much at this time and in the age to come, eternal life.”
So this brings us to another question.  How can deity reveal mankind’s future, which is the way the Messiah is revealed  to us through the ancient prophets (Heb. 1:1-2)?  When viewing the Father, His Son and the Holy Spirit as timeless, we cannot possibly know the answer to that question.  That is why prophecy is called a gift (Rom. 12:6; 1 Cor. 12:4-10, 13:2, 8, 14:1).  How deity can reveal our future is beyond our ability to understand.  What we do know is that when we foretell our own future, it is at best only a guess.  We know that in eternity time will have no meaning.  What may essentially happen is that our past and future temporal spacetime continuum domain will cease to exist and our new existence will be in a passive sense, in the present with God, the I AM.
If that is so, then verses like the following have a rich and deeper import; that though we exist in this domain of the universe, this existence is our opportunity to repent and turn to the timeless dimensionless eternal God.

“But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He will sit on His glorious throne.  32 All the nations will be gathered before Him; and He will separate them from one another, as the shepherd separates the sheep from the goats; 33 and He will put the sheep on His right, and the goats on the left.  
34 Then the King will say to those on His right, ‘Come, you who are blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.  35 For I was hungry, and you gave Me something to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me something to drink; I was a stranger, and you invited Me in;  36 naked, and you clothed Me; I was sick, and you visited Me; I was in prison, and you came to Me.’  
37 Then the righteous will answer Him, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry, and feed You, or thirsty, and give You something to drink?  38 And when did we see You a stranger, and invite You in, or naked, and clothe You?  39 When did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?’

40 The King will answer and say to them, ‘Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it to one of these brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you did it to Me.’  41 Then He will also say to those on His left, ‘Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels;  42 for I was hungry, and you gave Me nothing to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me nothing to drink;  43 I was a stranger, and you did not invite Me in; naked, and you did not clothe Me; sick, and in prison, and you did not visit Me.’  44 Then they themselves also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry, or thirsty, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not take care of You?’  45 Then He will answer them, ‘Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.’  
46 These will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” – Matt. 25:34-46
Therefore many other signs Jesus also performed in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; but these have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name.  – John 20:30-31
I charge you in the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who testified the good confession before Pontius Pilate, 14 that you keep the commandment without stain or reproach until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ,  15 which He will bring about at the proper time-- He who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords,  16 who alone possesses immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no man has seen or can see.  To Him be honor and eternal dominion!  Amen.  – 1 Timothy 6:13-16  

While time remains you may act.  Then there will be a resurrection (1 Thes. 4:14-16; 1 Cor. 15:52).
“Eternity is not in the future, but in the present.”  Peter Kreeft
“The future starts today, not tomorrow.”  Pope John Paul II
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