Noah’s Flood: Myth or Fact?
· Ice floats.

· Water seeks its own level.
· I see a rainbow.

· Things decay.
· Some people write things down.
· Words mean things.

· Climate change.
Science: systematic knowledge of the physical or material world gained through observation and experimentation.

Refraction: the change of direction of a ray of light, sound, heat, or the like, in passing obliquely from one medium into another in which its wave velocity is different.

Miracle: an effect or extraordinary event in the physical world that surpasses all known human or natural powers and is ascribed to a supernatural cause.

The entire biblical account in Genesis is provided in Appendix A.  (Throughout this article the New American Standard Bible (NASB) published in 1995 will be used unless otherwise indicated.)  There are several references to this event in other places in the Bible.  These will be referred to as appropriate.

In the beginning, GOD created the heavens and the earth.

Among those in the scientific community who believe this quotation from the first verse of the Bible, two views predominate.  One is called Deism: (a) belief in the existence of a God on the evidence of reason and nature only, with rejection of supernatural revelation; (b) belief in a God who created the world but has since remained indifferent to it.  This was the view of Albert Einstein.
  The other view is called Theism: the belief in one God as the creator and ruler of the universe, without rejection of revelation.  Among Theists, two fundamental views exist: (a) a transcendent God: transcending the universe, time, etc. where God interacts with the physical and spiritual worlds on a continuous basis, and (b) where God has revealed His word to man but no longer interacts on a continuous basis.
In this article, we shall take the biblical view that God is transcendent on a continuing basis and then take a look at current scientific knowledge to see what agreement, if any, does exist.

It is assumed that those who gave us Classical Hebrew (i.e., from the post-Persian exilic period at the time of Ezra, c. 460 B.C.), properly translated what Moses wrote in Genesis; the Hebrew words for heaven, earth, mist, all, etc., that those Hebrew words accurately represent the original texts.

When attempting to “harmonize” the biblical account with modern scientific observations, two possibilities have been offered: (1) Noah’s flood was of global consequence, or (2) the flood was localized to the Mesopotamian region (Iraq and Kuwait).  Of all the arguments that have been presented on either side, some unanswered questions still remain.  One fundamental problem is relevant to preconception or even misconception about the meaning of some of Moses’ text (Mark 12:26).  In our time, we tend to look at ancient events through the lens of our own culture, knowledge and perception of the physical universe.  For example, we see the earth as a globe that rotates on its axis and which revolves around the sun.  It wasn’t until Nicolaus Copernicus (1473 – 1543) that man came to understand this.
  That belief was contrary to what was believed to be indicated by the Bible and was thus opposed by the Catholic Church.  The discovery that orbiting bodies followed elliptical transits instead of absolute circles wasn’t until Tyco Brahe (1546-1601) and Johannes Kepler (1571-1630).  It wasn’t until 1621 that a Dutch physicist named Willebrord Snell (1591-1626) derived the relationship between the different angles of light as it passes from one transparent medium to another.  And so on …
To gain an understanding of the problems of biblical interpretation, we have to take into account the various meanings that the words in the Hebrew text might have, especially in the culture of early civilizations.  Most of the time this can be determined from context, either locally or in a broader sense.  However, this is where our interpretation of these words gets a bit sticky; each of us approaches the reading of biblical text with a certain bias, preconception or misconception.  In many cases this bias is philosophical, in some cases ideological.  So what we want to do is to present certain well known facts and leave the conclusions to the reader.  Isn’t that how we all should approach the Bible?  Does that mean the truth cannot be known?  That depends on what truth is being sought.  After all, the Bible is not a document of “science” – its purpose is moral and spiritual.  Its purpose is to describe how mankind may be redeemed from his sin.
Words Mean Things
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. (ארץ) This Hebrew word is translated as “earth” (Gen. 1-2, 8-9, etc.).  When we use the English word for “earth”, it can mean the third planet (world) from our sun, dry land, ground or soil.  The same is true of this word as illustrated in 2 Samuel 18:8.  It can be translated as “earth” or “land”.  How this word is translated depends on context but also on what the translators think it should be.  There’s another word (אדמת) that is translated land but this is not the word under consideration.  ארץ is used throughout the flood story (Appendix A).  So the question will be whether earth or land should have been used in all cases when translating from Hebrew to English.  If you replaced the word earth with the word land in every instance of the flood story, you may come away with a very different interpretation.
The next word to look at is from Genesis 8:9: “for the water was on the surface of all the earth”; all is translated from the word כל.  When it says “all the earth”, the expression can also have different meanings.  It can also mean “some” or “a limited area of the earth.”  In 2 Samuel 18:8 it says, “For the battle there was spread over the whole (כל) countryside (ארץ)” where the same two words are used.  Does “that all (כל) the high mountains everywhere (כל) under the heavens were covered” (Gen. 7:19) mean the flood was global?  At the very least we have naturally and traditionally limited the scope of that to mean only the world, but its scope could be limited to a specific region as well.  In Daniel 6:25 it says: “Then Darius the king wrote to all (כל) the peoples, nations and men of every language who were living in all (כל) the land (ארע): ‘May your peace abound!’” (ארע also means earth.)  So does that include Eskimos, Incas, Aztecs, Hindus and Aborigines?  (Keep in mind that the Hebrew language had reached a state of development by the post-exilic period where a certain consistency would exist throughout the Hebrew bible.  Also, be reminded that before the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls about 1948, the most ancient Hebrew text of the Scriptures came to us from the late 10th century A.D.
)
Does the phrase “everywhere under the heavens” refer to the entire earth as it was then perceived, or did it necessarily imply that the whole globe was in consideration when this flood story was written?  What would the readers of that text have understood?  Would they have understood that phrase from a modern scientific viewpoint? Did they understand the relative motions of the sun, moon and earth in Joshua10? 
Some People Write Things Down
The reasons we give special consideration to this story is because it is believed to have been written by Moses, who lived millennia if not centuries afterwards; that it is purported to have been revealed to him by the Creator; that it was believed by Christians in the first century.  What else does the Bible says about this story?
· 1 Chronicles 1:4 lists Noah in a genealogy.

· Isaiah 54:9 “For this is like the days of Noah to Me, when I swore that the waters of Noah would not flood the earth again; so I have sworn that I will not be angry with you nor will I rebuke you.”

· Ezekiel 14:14, 20 mention that Noah, Daniel and Job were delivered by their righteousness.

· Jesus spoke of Noah in: Matthew 24:37-39 “For the coming of the Son of Man will be just like the days of Noah. For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, and they did not understand until the flood came and took them all away; so will the coming of the Son of Man be.”

· Luke names Noah in the genealogy of Jesus in Luke 3:36.

· Jesus mentions the flood in Luke 17:26-27 “And just as it happened in the days of Noah, so it will be also in the days of the Son of Man: they were eating, they were drinking, they were marrying, they were being given in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, and the flood came and destroyed them all.
· Hebrews 11:7 By faith Noah, being warned by God about things not yet seen, in reverence prepared an ark for the salvation of his household, by which he condemned the world, and became an heir of the righteousness which is according to faith.
· 1 Peter 3:20 who once were disobedient, when the patience of God kept waiting in the days of Noah, during the construction of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through the water.
· 2 Peter 2:5-6 and did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a preacher of righteousness, with seven others, when He brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly; (even in Peter’s day, what did his readers think he meant when he used the Greek word κοσμου for “world”?)
This is a list of biblical quotations from every age and dispensation attesting to the reality of a flood that destroyed “all flesh”.  We could say that Moses, Isaiah, Ezekiel, Luke, Paul, Peter and Jesus Himself all testify to their belief that Noah’s flood actually happened.  It isn’t necessarily true that the term “all flesh” demands a global flood conclusion.  Certainly, given the limited knowledge of these ancients, “all flesh” could have implied all the flesh that that they were award of at the time when the flood occurred. But that’s not all.  After the dispersion of the sons of Noah and their descendants into various lands, it would seem reasonable that ensuing legends would have developed.
In 95% of the more than 200 flood legends, the flood was worldwide; in 88%, a certain family was favored; in 70%, survival was by means of a boat; in 67%, animals were also saved; in 66%, the flood was due to the wickedness of man; in 66%, the survivors had been forewarned; in 57%, they ended up on a mountain; in 35%, birds were sent out from the boat; and in 9%, exactly eight people were spared (Perloff, 1999, p. 168).   There are Legends from Babylon, China, Egypt, India, Indonesia, Ireland, Mexico, Norway, Persia, Romania, Sudan, Syria, and Wales.  The most famous of these is the Epic of Gilgamesh, which describes a huge flood in the Mesopotamian region.
Dr. W. Bruce Masse in his book, Comet/Asteroid Impacts and Human Society, writes: “In fact, in the vast majority of cultural traditions only a single worldwide flood is identified (although other more restricted local floods may also be mentioned), typically representing either the last in a cyclic sequence of global catastrophes or a unique watery disaster from which humans emerged. In either case, our modern world is seen as having evolved from a worldwide flood.”

Dr. Masse goes on to say: “There have been a large number of attempts by reputable and well-meaning scientists to derive some kind of historical truth from the flood myth. Among the more recent are those by Ryan and Pitman (1998) regarding flooding of the Black Sea around 5600 BC and by Teller and his colleagues (Teller et al. 2000) regarding postglacial flooding of the Persian Gulf. These and similar studies invariably suffer from a biased sampling of the overall population of worldwide flood myths and by the deliberate exclusion of certain classes of environmental data – such as the presence of torrential rainfall – in those myths that they do use.”  Dr. Masse identifies 175 different cultural groups.
He writes: “I hypothesize that if the universal great flood myth is based on a single worldwide natural catastrophe occurring sometime during the Holocene period, then there must be a single natural phenomenon that can logically account for the suite of all environmental information encoded in the totality of all great flood myths (Masse 1998, Table 2.1).  Furthermore, these data and findings can be weighed and tested against the Holocene archaeological, geomorphological and paleoenvironmental record. The brief analysis that follows suggests that only a globally catastrophic deep-water oceanic comet impact could account for all environmental information encoded in the corpus of worldwide flood myths and that my defined impact is consonant with the archaeological and paleoenvironmental record.” – ibid, p. 48.  (Consult Dr. Masse’s book for detailed information on this subject.)
As can be seen by this work, Dr. Masse provides one explanation for a global flood on the basis of a deep ocean extra-terrestrial impact.  He also cites a Chinese legend which associates such an impact with a global flood.  In the November, 2007 issue of Discover magazine, Scott Carney quotes from Dr. Masse in his article, Did a comet cause the great flood? pp.66-67.  One paragraph reads: “Among 175 flood myths, Masse found two of particular interest.  A Hindu myth describes an alignment of the five bright planets that has happened only once in the last 5,000 years, according to computer simulations, and a Chinese story mentions that the great flood occurred at the end of the reign of Empress Nu Wa.  Cross-checking historical records with astronomical data, Masse came up with a date for his event: May 10, 2807 BC.”

The specific myth referred to by Scott Carney goes like this: “Equally striking are specific calendrical markers associated with these myths (Masse 1998, pp 64–65) from Chinese annals, and from well-dated archaeological contexts in Mesopotamia, Egypt, and elsewhere in the ancient Near East. China’s Han Dynasty chronologists provide the date of 2810 BC for the end of the reign of first empress Nu Wa (Walters 1992). Nu Wa was a supernatural woman who at the end of her reign repaired the cosmic damage and flooding caused by the red-haired horned cosmic monster Gong Gong who knocked over a pillar of heaven, upsetting the universe. It is of some interest that Nu Wa mended the sky with melted stones of many different colors, thus matching the Biblical rainbow, as do in their own way a substantive number of traditions elsewhere in the world.” – ibid, p. 53.
As a sidebar, in Chinese the word for boat is constructed like this:

[image: image1]
The Chinese are primarily Buddhists, not to mention Taoism and Confucianism.  They certainly were not Jews, Christians or Muslims. 
Legends and myths aside, there’s the evidence of continuous cultures. 

· At Jericho, archaeological investigation has determined that there’s no evidence that any civilization was broken since about 8,000 B.C.  (See also Jericho, Jericho: Tel Es-Sultan.)

· Egyptian Dynasties are unbroken beginning from about 5,500 B.C.
The question then becomes, if a global flood is what is meant in the text, why do we find evidence in these civilizations (and perhaps others) that these were not destroyed by a flood or from any other natural cause?
I See A Rainbow

So exactly what is a rainbow and what is Genesis 9:12-17 referring to?  As defined for us at the beginning of this article, refraction is “the change of direction of a ray of light, sound, heat, or the like, in passing obliquely from one medium into another in which its wave velocity is different.”  Sunlight, which is “white light”, is composed of light of various wavelengths and frequencies.  We use spectral analysis to determine composition of materials among many other things – it’s what happens when “white light” passes through a prism.  The refraction of light lets us see.  The lens of our eyes focuses images on our retinas.  Telescopes and microscopes depend on refraction to see what the naked eye cannot.
Now if the “bow” mentioned in Genesis 9:12-17 did not exist prior to Noah’s flood, then Noah was blind!  This is because for a rainbow to exist, refraction must exist and for one to see it, refraction must exist.  Some have suggested that there was no rainbow because it didn’t rain, quoting Genesis 2:5-6 and 7:4, where it is written, “Now no shrub of the field was yet in the earth, and no plant of the field had yet sprouted, for the LORD God had not sent rain upon the earth, and there was no man to cultivate the ground but a mist used to rise from the earth and water the whole surface of the ground” and “For after seven more days, I will send rain on the earth forty days and forty nights; and I will blot out from the face of the land every living thing that I have made.”

Keep in mind that words mean things. The Hebrew word use here for “mist” may also be translated as “flow”.  Also, a “mist” would most certainly refract sunlight and produce a prismatic bow (rainbow) as it does with a fog when seen from the required viewpoint.

Then what is the problem?  It may be in the assumption that no prismatic bow existed prior to Genesis 7:4.  The blood of a lamb had no special significance until the Law of Moses.  Writing in stone had no special biblical significance prior to Mt. Sinai.  What people wore, what they sacrificed, when and where they sacrificed it had no special significance until God established a covenant and a priesthood from the tribe of Levi.  As to covenants, God established a covenant with Noah and the sign of that covenant was a bow in the sky.
So what does this have to do with whether or not the flood was local or global?  Nothing, except to show that our interpretation of what happened as recorded in the book Genesis needs careful examination and to show that some ideas about what actually transpired may be based on false assumptions.

What about the expression: “for the LORD God had not sent rain upon the earth”?  What we know from modern day science about the formation of rain (or precipitation) is that certain atmospheric conditions, evaporation, cooling, condensation, will result in rain.  It happens all the time, more so in regions where there is greater humidity due to the presence of surface water.  We have hurricanes, waterspouts, thunderstorms, etc. all the result of changes in the atmospheric conditions, primarily caused by heating from the sun.  Would these atmospheric conditions have been so radically different prior to Noah’s flood?

It also says in that passage, “Now no shrub of the field was yet in the earth, and no plant of the field had yet sprouted …”  Did the Noah ancestors have any shrub to eat?  So what is Genesis 2:5-6 referring to?

The conditions that must have existed for Noah’s flood to occur would have to have been special, just like the plagues in the days of Moses and Pharoah.
Ice Floats

On 1 July 1993 the Greenland Ice Sheet Project Two (GISP2) successfully completed drilling through the base of the Greenland Ice Sheet and another 1.55 m (5.09 feet) into bedrock at a site in the Summit region of central Greenland.  In so doing, GISP2 recovered the deepest ice core record in the world (3,053.44 meters, 10,017.85 feet).  The evidence from this project is used to conclude that Noah’s flood could not have been global (Paul H. Seely – this a PDF file and may take some time to load).  He states: “The 110,000 regular annual layers of fresh-water ice in the GISP2 ice core falsify the theory of a global Flood in the time of Noah.”  And, “In addition to the agreement of the three main methods of dating, the years are correlated as far as possible with volcanic events which can be dated.”
If there was ever a global flood, all of the glaciers and ice in the world would have floated to the surface (along with a whole lot of other stuff – assuming that the physical laws of buoyancy existed then as well).  Once the waters had assuaged, if the ice had not melted, the ice would have settled back to land.  If the ice had melted, there are not enough years for ice to form as we find it there today even if a global flood had occurred 10,000 years go.  The evidence we have from GISP2 and other geological or hydrological sources is used to conclude that Noah’s flood never reached Greenland.
Larry Vardiman at the Institute for Creation Research, challenges Seely’s conclusions in three papers on ice cores, primarily with reference to the age of the earth, but Seely is unconvinced that there is sufficient evidence there to support Vardiman’s conclusions
. 
Water Seeks Its Own Level

Has this always been true?  Read on.
· Exodus 14:21-22 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the LORD swept the sea back by a strong east wind all night and turned the sea into dry land, so the waters were divided.  22 The sons of Israel went through the midst of the sea on the dry land, and the waters were like a wall to them on their right hand and on their left.
· Joshua 3:16-17  … the waters which were flowing down from above stood and rose up in one heap, a great distance away at Adam, the city that is beside Zarethan; and those which were flowing down toward the sea of the Arabah, the Salt Sea, were completely cut off. So the people crossed opposite Jericho.  17 And the priests who carried the ark of the covenant of the LORD stood firm on dry ground in the middle of the Jordan while all Israel crossed on dry ground, until all the nation had finished crossing the Jordan.
Alan E. Hill
 goes into great detail in his article on Quantitative Hydrology of Noah’s Flood that it is meteorologically possible for there to be sufficient wind and rain to flood the entire Mesopotamian region for the time indicated by the biblical narrative.  Using mathematical and topographical analysis, as well as floodwater dynamics he shows how a boat of the dimensions indicated in the flood narrative could stay afloat and end up in the mountains of Ararat, not on Mount Ararat itself, which is about 17,750 feet.  (Note: Globalists frequently make the assumption that it was Mt. Ararat, not the mountains of Ararat as stated in the text – Genesis 8:4 – see also 2 Kings 19:37; Isaiah 37:38; Jeremiah 51:27).  So if Noah’s flood was local, the waters would have to be held back from the Persian Gulf for “water seeks its own level” (assuming gravity worked the same way then).
Furthermore, since it says in Genesis 7:19-20 “The water prevailed more and more upon the earth, so that all the high mountains everywhere under the heavens were covered.  20 The water prevailed fifteen cubits higher, and the mountains were covered”, the globalist says that it must have covered the highest peak on earth, Mount Everest plus 15 cubits (about 8 feet more) at 29,028+8 or 29,036 feet above sea level.  Forty days and nights (or 24 x 40) = 960 hours.  If you divide 29,036 / 960 you will find that the water from all sources would have to rise globally at the average rate of 30 ft / hr!  I say average rate because as the elevation increases there is less land volume and more empty sky – that is, the water would rise more rapidly at the first because of land displacement.
Taken either way, a miracle (Divine Intervention from a transcendent God) had to be involved as in the days of Moses and Joshua!  If you reject the hydrology of Noah’s flood then you have to reject the hydrology of the Red Sea and the Jordan River in the days of Moses and Joshua.  And if you do that, you have to reject the references to these events made by Jesus and His disciples.
One other point may be contributed having to do with an event that occurred in the 14th century in the northern hemisphere, something called the Medieval Warm Period, a period that preceded the Little Ice Age. “In the spring of 1315, unusually heavy rain began in much of Europe. Throughout the spring and summer, it continued to rain and the temperature remained cool.” “The three years of torrential rains beginning in 1315 ushered in an era of unpredictable weather in Northern Europe which did not lift until the 19th century.”  Although many have used this data to predict a new “global warming” age, the point here is to show that extended flooding is a natural, though rare event.
It’s A Miracle

If you can believe that by the power of God, the heavens and the earth were created
, that the Re(e)d Sea was parted when the Israelites left Egypt
, that “manna” and quail fed them in the wilderness
, that the earth’s rotation stopped in the days of Joshua
 (see article, Did Joshua’s “Long Day” Really Happen?), that a donkey spoke to Balaam the prophet
, that dipping seven times in the Jordan River cured Naaman of his leprosy
, that Jesus turned water into wine
, that Jesus and Peter walked on the water
, that Peter raised Tabitha from the dead
 and that God raised Jesus from the dead
; then …

… why would it be unreasonable to believe that God could flood the “earth” in a way it had never happened before or since the days of Noah; and then to end that destruction by subsequently removing all of that water?
The writers of the Bible testify to all those “miracles” and many more.  A miracle cannot be proven by science.  Science operates only in the physical realm.  Yet some physical events described in the Bible would leave telltale evidence.  (Would God remove such evidence so as to cover his tracks?)  The only way we can accept that miracles ever happened is by the testimony of witnesses or by written revelation originating from God.
At this point in our investigation, it seems clear that the only way Noah’s flood could have happened in the first place is that it happened by the miraculous working of God – Divine Intervention.  If God created water (Genesis 1:6-7; John 1:1-3; Colossians 1:15-17), He can create more water and then take it away.  But is this what He did?
Summary

From Genesis through the New Testament, the Bible affirms that a flood really happened.

On the side of the globalist view of Noah’s flood, we possibly have an extraterrestrial impact, we have legends and the possibility that Genesis 6-9 really means global, and the traditional view that it had to be global.
From the viewpoint of the localist, that Noah’s flood was limited to the Mesopotamian region, we have continuous unbroken civilizations, GISP2, meteorological possibilities and the possibility that the Genesis text could have a local meaning, that God was being accommodative to their cultural understanding of the nature of the earth.  By the way, some localists suggest that there’s insufficient water in the atmosphere and in the springs to account for a rise of 30 feet per hour.  (Then there’s the ark and all those animals.)
Either way you slice it, some sort of miracle had to be involved, for Genesis reads: “The end of all flesh has come before Me; for the earth is filled with violence because of them; and behold, I am about to destroy them with the earth. Make for yourself an ark of gopher wood; you shall make the ark with rooms, and shall cover it inside and out with pitch.”  It may be not so much as what happened as to when it happened.  We refer to Mesopotamia as the “cradle of civilization”.  Is that where “all flesh” was in the minds of the Israelites?
Whether or not miracles could have happened is another subject.

This article does not necessarily present the views or beliefs of the Cahaba Heights church or its members.
APPENDIX A – Genesis 6-9

(The text that is relevant to this article are shown in blue.)

Genesis 6

1-3 Now it came about, when men began to multiply on the face of the land, and daughters were born to them, that the sons of God saw that the daughters of men were beautiful; and they took wives for themselves, whomever they chose. Then the LORD said, “My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, because he also is flesh; nevertheless his days shall be one hundred and twenty years.” 

4-8 The Nephilim were on the earth in those days, and also afterward, when the sons of God came in to the daughters of men, and they bore children to them. Those were the mighty men who were of old, men of renown.  Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. The LORD was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart. The LORD said, “I will blot out man whom I have created from the face of the land, from man to animals to creeping things and to birds of the sky; for I am sorry that I have made them.”  But Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD. 

9-10 These are the records of the generations of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his time; Noah walked with God.  Noah became the father of three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 

11-16 Now the earth was corrupt in the sight of God, and the earth was filled with violence.  God looked on the earth, and behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted their way upon the earth.  Then God said to Noah, “The end of all flesh has come before Me; for the earth is filled with violence because of them; and behold, I am about to destroy them with the earth.  Make for yourself an ark of gopher wood; you shall make the ark with rooms, and shall cover it inside and out with pitch. This is how you shall make it: the length of the ark three hundred cubits, its breadth fifty cubits, and its height thirty cubits. You shall make a window for the ark, and finish it to a cubit from the top; and set the door of the ark in the side of it; you shall make it with lower, second, and third decks. 

17-20 “Behold, I, even I am bringing the flood of water upon the earth, to destroy all flesh in which is the breath of life, from under heaven; everything that is on the earth shall perish. But I will establish My covenant with you; and you shall enter the ark--you and your sons and your wife, and your sons' wives with you. And of every living thing of all flesh, you shall bring two of every kind into the ark, to keep them alive with you; they shall be male and female.  Of the birds after their kind, and of the animals after their kind, of every creeping thing of the ground after its kind, two of every kind will come to you to keep them alive. 

21-22 “As for you, take for yourself some of all food which is edible, and gather it to yourself; and it shall be for food for you and for them.”  Thus Noah did; according to all that God had commanded him, so he did. 

Genesis 7

1-5 Then the LORD said to Noah, “Enter the ark, you and all your household, for you alone I have seen to be righteous before Me in this time.  You shall take with you of every clean animal by sevens, a male and his female; and of the animals that are not clean two, a male and his female; also of the birds of the sky, by sevens, male and female, to keep offspring alive on the face of all the earth. For after seven more days, I will send rain on the earth forty days and forty nights; and I will blot out from the face of the land every living thing that I have made.” Noah did according to all that the LORD had commanded him. 

6-11 Now Noah was six hundred years old when the flood of water came upon the earth.  Then Noah and his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives with him entered the ark because of the water of the flood.  Of clean animals and animals that are not clean and birds and everything that creeps on the ground, there went into the ark to Noah by twos, male and female, as God had commanded Noah. It came about after the seven days, that the water of the flood came upon the earth. In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, on the seventeenth day of the month, on the same day all the fountains of the great deep burst open, and the floodgates of the sky were opened. 

12 The rain fell upon the earth for forty days and forty nights. 

13-18 On the very same day Noah and Shem and Ham and Japheth, the sons of Noah, and Noah's wife and the three wives of his sons with them, entered the ark, they and every beast after its kind, and all the cattle after their kind, and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth after its kind, and every bird after its kind, all sorts of birds. So they went into the ark to Noah, by twos of all flesh in which was the breath of life.  Those that entered, male and female of all flesh, entered as God had commanded him; and the LORD closed it behind him.  Then the flood came upon the earth for forty days, and the water increased and lifted up the ark, so that it rose above the earth. The water prevailed and increased greatly upon the earth, and the ark floated on the surface of the water. 

19-23 The water prevailed more and more upon the earth, so that all the high mountains everywhere under the heavens were covered. The water prevailed fifteen cubits higher, and the mountains were covered.  All flesh that moved on the earth perished, birds and cattle and beasts and every swarming thing that swarms upon the earth, and all mankind; of all that was on the dry land, all in whose nostrils was the breath of the spirit of life, died. Thus He blotted out every living thing that was upon the face of the land, from man to animals to creeping things and to birds of the sky, and they were blotted out from the earth; and only Noah was left, together with those that were with him in the ark. 

24 The water prevailed upon the earth one hundred and fifty days. 

Genesis 8

1-4 But God remembered Noah and all the beasts and all the cattle that were with him in the ark; and God caused a wind to pass over the earth, and the water subsided.  Also the fountains of the deep and the floodgates of the sky were closed, and the rain from the sky was restrained; and the water receded steadily from the earth, and at the end of one hundred and fifty days the water decreased. In the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, the ark rested upon the mountains of Ararat. 

5-12 The water decreased steadily until the tenth month; in the tenth month, on the first day of the month, the tops of the mountains became visible.  Then it came about at the end of forty days, that Noah opened the window of the ark which he had made; and he sent out a raven, and it flew here and there until the water was dried up from the earth. Then he sent out a dove from him, to see if the water was abated from the face of the land; but the dove found no resting place for the sole of her foot, so she returned to him into the ark, for the water was on the surface of all the earth. Then he put out his hand and took her, and brought her into the ark to himself.  So he waited yet another seven days; and again he sent out the dove from the ark.  The dove came to him toward evening, and behold, in her beak was a freshly picked olive leaf. So Noah knew that the water was abated from the earth. Then he waited yet another seven days, and sent out the dove; but she did not return to him again. 

13 Now it came about in the six hundred and first year, in the first month, on the first of the month, the water was dried up from the earth. Then Noah removed the covering of the ark, and looked, and behold, the surface of the ground was dried up. 

14-19 In the second month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, the earth was dry. Then God spoke to Noah, saying, “Go out of the ark, you and your wife and your sons and your sons' wives with you. Bring out with you every living thing of all flesh that is with you, birds and animals and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, that they may breed abundantly on the earth, and be fruitful and multiply on the earth.”  So Noah went out, and his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives with him. Every beast, every creeping thing, and every bird, everything that moves on the earth, went out by their families from the ark.

20-22 Then Noah built an altar to the LORD, and took of every clean animal and of every clean bird and offered burnt offerings on the altar. The LORD smelled the soothing aroma; and the LORD said to Himself, “I will never again curse the ground on account of man, for the intent of man's heart is evil from his youth; and I will never again destroy every living thing, as I have done. While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night shall not cease.”

Genesis 9

1-3 And God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth.  The fear of you and the terror of you will be on every beast of the earth and on every bird of the sky; with everything that creeps on the ground, and all the fish of the sea, into your hand they are given.  Every moving thing that is alive shall be food for you; I give all to you, as I gave the green plant. 

4-7 “Only you shall not eat flesh with its life, that is, its blood.  Surely I will require your lifeblood; from every beast I will require it.  And from every man, from every man's brother I will require the life of man. Whoever sheds man's blood, by man his blood shall be shed, for in the image of God He made man. As for you, be fruitful and multiply; populate the earth abundantly and multiply in it.” 

 8-11 Then God spoke to Noah and to his sons with him, saying, “Now behold, I Myself do establish My covenant with you, and with your descendants after you; and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the cattle, and every beast of the earth with you; of all that comes out of the ark, even every beast of the earth. I establish My covenant with you; and all flesh shall never again be cut off by the water of the flood, neither shall there again be a flood to destroy the earth." 

 12-17  God said, “This is the sign of the covenant which I am making between Me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all successive generations; I set My bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a sign of a covenant between Me and the earth. It shall come about, when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the bow will be seen in the cloud, and I will remember My covenant, which is between Me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and never again shall the water become a flood to destroy all flesh.  When the bow is in the cloud, then I will look upon it, to remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” And God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant which I have established between Me and all flesh that is on the earth.” 

 18-19 Now the sons of Noah who came out of the ark were Shem and Ham and Japheth; and Ham was the father of Canaan. These three were the sons of Noah, and from these the whole earth was populated. 

 20 Then Noah began farming and planted a vineyard. 

 21-24 He drank of the wine and became drunk, and uncovered himself inside his tent. Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father, and told his two brothers outside. But Shem and Japheth took a garment and laid it upon both their shoulders and walked backward and covered the nakedness of their father; and their faces were turned away, so that they did not see their father's nakedness. When Noah awoke from his wine, he knew what his youngest son had done to him. 

25-27 So he said, “Cursed be Canaan; a servant of servants he shall be to his brothers.”  He also said, “Blessed be the LORD, the God of Shem; and let Canaan be his servant. May God enlarge Japheth, and let him dwell in the tents of Shem; and let Canaan be his servant.” 

28-29 Noah lived three hundred and fifty years after the flood. So all the days of Noah were nine hundred and fifty years, and he died.

� Quotations on Religion (Albert Einstein)


I came — though the child of entirely irreligious (Jewish) parents — to a deep religiousness, which, however, reached an abrupt end at the age of twelve.


I do not think that it is necessarily the case that science and religion are natural opposites. In fact, I think that there is a very close connection between the two. Further, I think that science without religion is lame and, conversely, that religion without science is blind. Both are important and should work hand-in-hand.


A Jew who sheds his faith along the way, or who even picks up a different one, is still a Jew.


As an adult, he called his religion a “cosmic religious sense”.


In The World As I See It he wrote:


You will hardly find one among the profounder sort of scientific minds without a peculiar religious feeling of his own. But it is different from the religion of the naive man. 


For the latter God is a being from whose care one hopes to benefit and whose punishment one fears; a sublimation of a feeling similar to that of a child for its father, a being to whom one stands to some extent in a personal relation, however deeply it may be tinged with awe. 


But the scientist is possessed by the sense of universal causation. The future, to him, is every whit as necessary and determined as the past. There is nothing divine about morality, it is a purely human affair. His religious feeling takes the form of a rapturous amazement at the harmony of natural law, which reveals an intelligence of such superiority that, compared with it, all the systematic thinking and acting of human beings is an utterly insignificant reflection.


In response to the telegrammed question of New York's Rabbi Herbert S. Goldstein in 1929: “Do you believe in God? Stop. Answer paid 50 words.” Einstein replied “I believe in � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spinoza" \o "Spinoza" �Spinoza�'s God, Who reveals Himself in the lawful harmony of the world, not in a God Who concerns Himself with the fate and the doings of mankind.”  Note that Einstein replied in only 25 (German) words. Spinoza was a � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Naturalistic_Pantheism" \o "Naturalistic Pantheism" �naturalistic pantheist�. 


� A presentation of the development of Hebrew translations is outside the scope of this article.  The assigning of authorship to Moses fundamentally overrules the modern JEDP-R analysis, where it is held that the � HYPERLINK "http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/Pentateuch" ��Pentateuch� (the “Books of Moses” or the Torah) is actually a composite of different authors from different eras, and later � HYPERLINK "http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/redaction" ��redacted� by Jewish scribes.)  � HYPERLINK "http://www.gotquestions.org/JEDP-theory.html" ��What is the JEDP theory?� – Mark 12:26; Acts 3:22; Romans 10:15.  The standard argument for the purity of the Hebrew text is based on the belief that the Law, Writings and Wisdom literature was preserved into the exile when Nebuchaddnezzar took the Jews into captivity, c. 600 B.C.  This supposes that the scribes and priests in exile were familiar with the ancient language, alphabets, etc. of earlier writings delivered by Moses and the prophets, and were faithful in their translation into the version of post-exilic times.  (Ezra 7:6)


� Claudius Ptolemaeus (� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ptolemy" ��Ptolemy�) – A.D. 90-168 – his model was geocentric, that is, the earth is the center of the universe with the sun, moon and stars revolving around it.  This is absurd because the observable distant stars would have a tangential velocity of extraordinary speed and angular momentum.  He didn’t perceive it that way.


� � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aleppo_Codex" ��Codex of Aleppo� (c. A.D. 935) and the � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leningrad_Codex" ��Codex of Leningrad� (c. A.D. 1008).


� W. Bruce Masse, Ph.D., Cultural Resources Team & Environmental Compliance Generalist, ENV-EAQ Ecology and Air Quality Group, Los Alamos National Laboratory – Comet/Asteroid Impacts and Human Society, chapter 2, page 47.


� Larry Vardiman, “An Analytic Young-Earth Model of Ice Sheet Formation during the Ice Age” in Proceedings of the Third International Conference on Creationism, ed. Robert E. Walsh (Pittsburgh, PA: Creation Science Fellowship, 1994), 561–79. (see � HYPERLINK "http://creationwiki.org/Ice_Cores_and_the_Age_of_the_Earth" ��Ice Cores and the Age of the Earth�)


� Physicist Alan E. Hill is President and Chief Scientist of Plasmatronics, Inc., and Distinguished Scientist of the Quantum Physics Institute at Texas A&M University. (� HYPERLINK "mailto:alanehill@aol.com" ��alanehill@aol.com�)


� Genesis 1, 5:1-2;  Psalm 19:1, 89:11; Isaiah 40:26, 42:5, 45:12, 18; Jeremiah 10:11-12; Mark 10:6, 13:19; Acts 17:24; Romans 1:20; Colossians 1:15-16; Hebrews 4:3-4; Revelation 4:11


� Exodus 14:21-31


� Exodus 16


� Joshua 10:12-15


� Numbers 22:21-35


� 2 Kings 5


� John 2:8-11


� Matthew 14:25-31


� Acts 9:36-42


� Matthew 28; Mark 16; Luke 24:1-12; John 20-21; 1 Corinthians 15:3-8; etc.
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