Did Joshua’s “Long Day” Really Happen?
10And the LORD confounded them before Israel, and He slew them with a great slaughter at Gibeon, and pursued them by the way of the ascent of Beth-horon and struck them as far as Azekah and Makkedah. 

11As they fled from before Israel, while they were at the descent of Beth-horon, the LORD threw large stones from heaven (ym>h=]m tvldg ynba) on them as far as Azekah, and they died; there were more who died from the hailstones (drbh ynbab) than those whom the sons of Israel killed with the sword.
12Then Joshua spoke to the LORD in the day when the LORD delivered up the Amorites before the sons of Israel, and he said in the sight of Israel,
“O sun, stand still at Gibeon, and O moon in the valley of Aijalon.”

13So the sun stood still (>m>h dyv), and the moon stopped, until the nation avenged themselves of their enemies.
Is it not written in the book of Jashar? And the sun stopped in the middle of the sky and did not hasten to go down for about a whole day. 

14There was no day like that before it or after it, when the LORD listened to the voice of a man; for the LORD fought for Israel. (
Joshua 10:10-14)
To many, this passage is as puzzling as the recording of Noah’s flood in the book of Genesis (Genesis 6-9) as well as other “miracles” recorded in the Bible.  It is puzzling because we cannot determine, knowing what we do about the physical universe, how this possibly could have happened.  We have known since Copernicus (1473-1543), Kepler (1571-1630), Galileo (1564-1642), Newton (1643-1727) and others that the Earth rotates on its axis giving the appearance or illusion that the Sun and Moon rise in the east and set in the west.  The same is true with the planets and the stars.  So the conclusion that many have come to is that the Earth “stood still” or ceased to rotate for “about a whole day.”  Luther had complained in 1539 that “This fool [Copernicus] wishes to reverse the entire science of astronomy; but sacred Scripture tells us (Joshua 10:13) that Joshua commanded the Sun to stand still, and not the Earth.”

Relative to the Earth, the average speed of the Moon in its orbit is 2,286 mph.  The speed of surface of the Earth at the equator is about 1,040 mph. 

Generally speaking, most that believe that the Earth ceased to rotate simply provide the explanation that God, who made the heavens and the Earth (Genesis 1), certainly possesses the power to stop the Earth’s rotation for “about a whole day” and then resume it after that period had expired.  Even if the Earth’s rotation was gradually slowed to a stop and then made to gradually resume its former rotation, there would still be cataclysmic consequences that God would also have to suspend.  One may argue, for instance, that if God held back the Re(e)d Sea or the Jordan River in the days of Moses and Joshua, He could also prevent the seas from overwhelming the lands.  Many scientists that believe in a divine Creator, believe that He does not intervene in the affairs of man.  They would consider this Biblical text to be mythological at best.
Since we have known for centuries that the Earth rotates and revolves in orbit around the Sun, no one today would take the position that the Earth continued to rotate while the Sun orbited the Earth, thus giving the appearance that the Sun stood still.  We know that for that to happen, the Sun would have to jump to 24,334,135 mph, which is 3.63% of the speed of light!  What about the planets and the stars; what would this require of them?  Now THAT would be a miracle!  After that was over the whole universe would have to be put back at the end of the day!!  Remember, the text says “the sun stopped in the middle of the sky”, not that the Earth stopped.  WOW!
But did either of these physical possibilities really happen, or could there be a physical explanation that no one has thought of?  Should this text be taken literally?  Is that really the point of this passage or is it more about how God helps His people?

This goes to the whole issue of Biblical hermeneutics.  “Hermeneutics may be described as the development and study of theories of the interpretation and understanding of texts.  In contemporary usage in religious studies, hermeneutics often refers to study of the interpretation of Biblical texts.  It is more broadly used in contemporary philosophy to denote the study of theories and methods of the interpretation of all texts and systems of meaning.”
This is not the same as Biblical exegesis, which “involves an extensive and critical interpretation of an authoritative text, especially of a holy scripture …” “Exegesis is the careful, systematic study of the Scriptures to discover the original, intended meaning.  This is basically a historical task.  It is the attempt to hear the Word as the original recipients were to have heard it, to discover what was the original intent of the words of the Bible.”  “Although the word hermeneutics ordinarily covers the whole field of interpretation, including exegesis, it is also used in the narrower sense of seeking the contemporary relevance of ancient texts.” 

As pointed out by these references, how we interpret the Scriptures depends greatly on our philosophical view.  That is to say, one’s bias or prejudice may greatly influence one’s belief in what the Scriptures are really saying.  Who then, is to say what is right?  Who becomes the judge of which view is correct; or even if we both have an incorrect view?

In this article, we want to examine a particular hermeneutic that proceeds from the assumption that God was accommodative in allowing the writers of His word to write according to their own cultural experiences.  For example, even in the passage quoted above, the writer says “the LORD threw large stones from heaven on them as far as Azekah, and they died.”  This is translated as a “hailstorm” event in verse 10.  That’s a natural and reasonable interpretation or translation.  The people of Joshua’s time would not have known anything about how hail-stones are formed in the clouds.  The miracle there might be that Divine Intervention caused a hailstorm to be in the right place in the right time.  We don’t even know what forces of nature God might have used or suspended to make that happen there and then.
There are many cases in the Bible that can be used to illustrate the freedom these writers had when describing the events they experienced or the attributes of the natural world.  To begin with, we must recognize that the Bible is a mostly a catalog of stories; a series of narratives.  This is especially true in the historical books and books that refer to various historical events. 
Let us examine some of the “unscientific” things these writers referred to and try to answer the question of whether or not Divine “pre-scientific foreknowledge” had to be involved.

It is He who sits above the circle of the earth [land
],
And its inhabitants are like grasshoppers,
Who stretches out the heavens like a curtain
And spreads them out like a tent to dwell in. (nasb-Isaiah 40:22)
When we look at the horizon, it appears to be circular.  We know why.  The Moon and the Sun are also circular.  In fact, in Isaiah’s time it would have been impossible for anyone to know that the Moon is a sphere because they would always see the same side.  The Sun would appear to be a featureless disc.  And no one in that time would have been able to see the features of any planet as it rotated.

We do not look like grasshoppers, but if you go up to a very high place where you can see people below, they might be similar to grasshoppers or ants swarming on the ground.  
The starry cosmos would seem to be moving across the sky like a curtain (in a vault or dome), especially if Isaiah ever saw the anything like northern lights (aurora) in the magnetosphere, etc.  At best, this is clearly an ancient viewpoint if not figurative language.  It would have its basis in the cultural beliefs and forms of expression in Isaiah’s epoch. The poets of the OT describe their universe as phenomenological, i.e. as it appears to them standing on the Earth and looking out into the sky.  This perspective differs from that of modern scientific thought, which assumes a perspective beyond the Earth.  Both are accurate and useful according to their own perspectives. 

The psalmist said, “The heavens are telling of the glory of God; and their expanse is declaring the work of His hands.” (Psalm 19:1)  Isaiah 40:22 is about the power and glory of God; not a statement of scientific accuracy.
He stretches out the north over empty space
And hangs the earth on nothing.  (Job 26:7)
Look up at night to the north, where the rotational axis of the Earth points, an imaginary North Pole.  Besides Ursa Minor (the “Little Dipper”), what do you see?  Nothing!  Even with Galileo’s telescope you won’t see much.  But if you examine the northern sky with powerful modern telescopes, including the Hubble telescope, the north is definitely not “empty space”.
  Did Job know anything about the space-time continuum or how space is warped by massive gravitational fields?  He had no idea what holds the Earth in its orbit, or that it even had an orbit.  For all he knew the Earth was supported on the backs of turtles all the way down.
  All he, his friends and all his neighbors could know is that the Earth doesn’t seem to be moving around when everything else is.  So God must be holding it up.  Would anyone in Job’s time have thought otherwise?

Also, while the book of Job is believed to be inspired and taken to be authoritative, would it be correct to argue that Job’s words are inspired?  Job made several mistakes in his speech and was subsequently rebuked by God in his misstatements.  Look at this:

“He has inscribed a circle on the surface of the waters at the boundary of light and darkness.  11 The pillars of heaven tremble and are amazed at His rebuke…13 By His breath the heavens are cleared; His hand has pierced the fleeing serpent.” (Job 26:10-11, 13)
One who believes in the revelation that He is stating “pre-scientific foreknowledge” would have problems trying to make these literal statements based on our knowledge of science.  Are there really pillars holding up the heavens?  Does God literally blow on the heavens?  Does God actually pierce fleeing serpents?
You make him to rule over the works of Your hands; You have put all things under his feet, 7 all sheep and oxen, and also the beasts of the field, 8 the birds of the heavens and the fish of the sea, whatever passes through the paths of the seas.  (Psalm 8:6-8)
The language of the ancient world often referred to “the paths of the seas” as the course that fish take.  This passage is a general reference to the dominion God has given man.  Some want to make this expression to be a reference to the currents in the oceans which are believed to have been unknown to those in David’s time.  Take the Atlantic Heat Conveyor, for example.  Their idea is that God made reference to a feature of the seas that man could not have known.  Why do this when the context clearly references the “fish of the sea”?  One more:
And He will lift up a standard for the nations and assemble the banished ones of Israel, and will gather the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth. (Isaiah 11:12)
This is clearly figurative, or at least a cultural view.

Returning to the assumption that God was accommodative in allowing the writers to write according to their own cultural experiences, let us see if we can make any sense of Joshua’s description of the Sun and Moon standing still for about a whole day.

We often talk about how long it was today, generally meaning that either the day didn’t go well, or we accomplished a lot, or it just seemed like the day dragged on forever, or it was just one of those days.  As only a matter of conjecture, we might understand these statements in Joshua 10 to be figures of speech, perhaps to describe the many events that took place in the valley of Aijalon, the battle between the Israelites and the Amorites.  Since we do not have additional evidence available to us from the Book of Jashar, we cannot do much more than be speculative (there are no ancient texts extant that contain the Book of Jashar).  Was there a miracle?  From a fair reading of the text, it would certainly seem that there was something very unusual that happened.  Was it important?
Suppose that God did wish to reveal to man snippets of scientific knowledge; who would really understand it (Job 5:9, 9:1-10, 11:7-9; Romans 11:33)?  Nowhere do we see in Biblical literature that God ever helps man with technology or science.  Examination of the Scriptures clearly reveals that was not His purpose in directing our paths (Jeremiah 10:23; Proverbs 14:12).
2 Kings 20:1-11 In those days Hezekiah became mortally ill.  And Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz came to him and said to him, “Thus says the LORD, ‘Set your house in order, for you shall die and not live.’”  2 Then he turned his face to the wall and prayed to the LORD, saying,  3 “Remember now, O LORD, I beseech You, how I have walked before You in truth and with a whole heart and have done what is good in Your sight.” And Hezekiah wept bitterly.  4 Before Isaiah had gone out of the middle court, the word of the LORD came to him, saying,  5 “Return and say to Hezekiah the leader of My people, ‘Thus says the LORD, the God of your father David, “I have heard your prayer, I have seen your tears; behold, I will heal you. On the third day you shall go up to the house of the LORD.  6 I will add fifteen years to your life, and I will deliver you and this city from the hand of the king of Assyria; and I will defend this city for My own sake and for My servant David’s sake.’”  7 Then Isaiah said, “Take a cake of figs.” And they took and laid it on the boil, and he recovered.  8 Now Hezekiah said to Isaiah, “What will be the sign that the LORD will heal me, and that I shall go up to the house of the LORD the third day?”  9 Isaiah said, “This shall be the sign to you from the LORD, that the LORD will do the thing that He has spoken: shall the shadow go forward ten steps or go back ten steps?”  10 So Hezekiah answered, “It is easy for the shadow to decline ten steps; no, but let the shadow turn backward ten steps.”  11 Isaiah the prophet cried to the LORD, and He brought the shadow on the stairway back ten steps by which it had gone down on the stairway of Ahaz.
Isaiah 38:8 “"Behold, I will cause the shadow on the stairway, which has gone down with the sun on the stairway of Ahaz, to go back ten steps.” So the sun’s shadow went back ten steps on the stairway on which it had gone down.

There is a subtle difference between these two accounts of the same event.  In Isaiah 38:8, it does say the shadow was caused by the sun, which excludes all other sources of light.  We know that shadows are caused by obstructing the source of light.

The event described in Joshua 10:13 is no less intangible than the one described here.  In fact, making the shadow recede would require an even greater physical aberration than just making the Sun stand still.  Both would result in a similar cataclysm.  In this latter case, Hezekiah was seeking an undeniable Divine intervention, no trick, no magic, no stunt, no witchcraft or anything of the sort.  We know this because Isaiah said, “This shall be the sign to you from the LORD, that the LORD will do the thing that He has spoken.”

To the mind of someone in Israel who died around 687 B.C.E., who likely believed that the Sun revolved around the Earth (this was centuries before Aristotle, Ptolemy or Copernicus), only the LORD could stop that and even make it go backwards, i.e., east.  No meteorites, comets, earthquakes, plate tectonics, tidal waves, tsunamis, volcanic eruptions, hurricanes, typhoons, cyclones, floods or superheroes are mentioned.  Israel does have a coastline.  So again, if the Earth made any sudden move to the west, the inertia of the waters of the Mediterranean would have caused Israel to be overwhelmingly flooded immediately and Hezekiah would have drowned!
So is this event figurative?  Probably not.  Is it a cultural thing?  Doesn’t seem like it.  Was it a miracle?  Most will agree that it was.  There is certainly no pre-scientific foreknowledge apparent here, for in this case the event seems to contradict every principle in science.
Adam Clark in his commentary gives this hypothesis: “But the miracle might be effected by means of refraction, for a ray of light we know can be varied or refracted4 from a right line by passing through a dense medium; and we know also, by means of the refracting power of the atmosphere, the Sun, when near rising and setting, seems to be higher above the horizon than he really is, and, by horizontal refraction, we find that the Sun appears above the horizon when he is actually below it, and literally out of sight: therefore, by using dense clouds or vapors, the rays of light in that place might be refracted from their direct course ten, or any other number of degrees; so that the miracle might have been wrought by occasioning this extraordinary refraction, rather than by disturbing the course of the Earth, or any other of the celestial bodies.”

Adam Clark, in an effort to provide a reasonable physical explanation for this event may be fundamentally missing the point.  The point of the text from 2 Kings 20 is that a miracle was required and a miracle was produced.  Certainly, refraction of light might have been involved, but no one would have expected such a thing upon request.  In fact, such a physical event would not be a one-time event if it were a natural event due to refraction, would it?
What’s important to remember here is that the time and place of the shadow’s movement was in direct response to: “Isaiah the prophet cried to the LORD”. That’s the only “unnatural” response that would be required.  The question is not whether God “could” do it, but rather what did God do? (For the scientific mind, go to Occam’s Razor: “entities must not be multiplied beyond necessity”; that is: “the simplest explanation is usually the correct one.”

The main reason we find it so difficult to find physical explanations for miracles is that, by definition, a miracle is an effect or extraordinary event in the physical world that surpasses all known human or natural powers and is ascribed to a supernatural cause.  Besides that, our knowledge of the universe is only slightly greater than those of Job’s day (see Job 38).  But must we always attribute miracles to Divine Intervention?  Yes, by definition.  Though what some call a “miracle” is really nothing more than an extraordinary event, one that exceeds expectations, or one where the probability would not dictate that outcome.
Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.
Hebrews 11:6 And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.
In Joshua’s day, something physical happened.  In Hezekiah’s day, something physical happened.  Do those physical events have to conform to the laws of the physical universe, what we know about physics?  Do the miracle healings associated with the ministry of Jesus have to conform to what we know about human physiology?  Walking on water, parting the Red (Reed) Sea, or talking donkeys,  is no less unnatural than reversing the rotation of the Earth.  Science fiction and cinematic special effects aside, what physical explanation can we find for raising someone from the dead, whose body has deteriorated and entered decomposition?

Logical physical explanations fail for miracles.  God could have revealed to us the science of the universe, but He chose rather to reveal the science of eternal life.  Which is more important to you?
The notion that the Bible, if truly inspired, must be scientifically accurate is simply false, especially if what is meant by science is the exact knowledge of forces working within our universe, whether known by us or unknown.  Did Joshua’s “Long Day” really happen?  What do you think?
Many believe that the oldest OT texts were not really composed in the time the events in them are described, but that what we have really came to use by oral traditional story telling over the centuries prior to about the sixth century, B.C.E.  As such, the point taken is to say that much of the OT should be considered mythological and not regarded as accurate or true.  There are no OT texts extant that pre-date the Dead Sea Scrolls, which were allegedly copied around the first century B.C.E. from more ancient sources.  The Greek Septuagint (translated from Hebrew into Greek by Jews from either Judea or Alexandria) has been dated to the early third century B.C.E.  All of these dates are much later than the events recording in the books Joshua, Kings and Isaiah.
If the truth of these works is unreliable, then why would Jesus and His disciples take so many quotes from them.  Why would Luke give credence to Joshua in Acts 7:45 as well as the Hebrews writer in 4:8?  Hezekiah is listed in the genealogy of Jesus in Matthew 1:9-10.  In addition, there are many  references to the events described in Genesis, Joshua and the Kings in the NT.  If much of the OT was transmitted by oral tradition to the sixth century B.C.E., it must have been essentially correct.  Furthermore, the OT was the primary text used by the apostles to evangelize the world in the days of the Roman Empire.  This begs the question: Is the NT reliable?  (See the article: Are the “Four Gospels” Reliable?) 

Something happened in the valley of Aijalon.  Something happened on the steps of king Ahaz in the days of Hezekiah.  Both defy physical explanation.  If both accounts are true, both involved miracles.
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� 	See our article on Noah’s Flood.  Also, compare the translations: KJV, NEB, NIV.


� 	The word “circle” may actually be translated as “vault” or “dome.”  Edwin Yamauchi writes: “Isa 40:22 (KJV) asserts that the Creator sits upon the “circle of the earth”, a rendering retained by the ASV, RSV, and JB. The NAB has, “He sits enthroned above the vault of the earth,” which the NEB amplifies as the “vaulted roof of the earth.” NIV: “He sits enthroned above the circle of the earth.” (Yamauchi.  Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament. © 1980.)


� 	A few years ago the � HYPERLINK "http://www.kidscosmos.org/kid-stuff/hubble.html" �Hubble Space Telescope� took an image called the Hubble Deep Field.  It was a spot of sky near the Big Dipper about the width of a dime 75 feet away. Scientists counted over 1500 galaxies!  Take that number times the volume of space in every direction and you would calculate that there are millions of billions of galaxies with billions of stars in each galaxy.  (� HYPERLINK "http://www.kidscosmos.org/kid-stuff/stars-facts.html" ��http://www.kidscosmos.org/kid-stuff/stars-facts.html�)


	The north galactic pole of our � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Milky_way" ��Milky Way� galaxy very closely aligns with the north pole of the Earth.  There is a one-to-one mapping between the � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Galactic_coordinate_system" ��galactic coordinate system� and the more familiar � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Equatorial_coordinate_system" ��equatorial coordinate system�.  (The � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecliptic_plane" ��ecliptic plane� of our solar system varies from this by 23° 26’.)  In the � HYPERLINK "http://arstechnica.com/journals/science.ars/2008/06/12/hubble-looks-through-the-north-pole-of-the-milky-way" ��north galactic pole� region the Hubble telescope revealed the existence of the �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coma_galaxy_cluster"��Coma Cluster� which contains over 1,000 identified galaxies, 321 million light years from our Milky Way.
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� 	http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Occam's_razor





www.cahabachurch.com

